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powers is equally characteristic at all times. When the
careful investigation of developmental history that should
always be made in cases of apparent special mental defect
indicates the presence of epilepsy, test results must be
interpreted in the light of this fact. It would be a
very questionable procedure to reach a final diagnosis
of the mentality of the epileptic on the basis of one ex-
amination, if results apparently showed defective powers.
Of course, this is not equally true in instances where it is
readily found that the epileptic individual is bright or
normal mentally, as may frequently be the case.

Sometimes mental dullness caused by excessive use
of tea or coffee, or by smoking indulged in to an extreme
degree, exhibits itself in a form which makes observers
suspicious of specialized defect. This is due to the fact
that such habits may bring about lack of self-control,
lack of interest, and inability to sustain attention. Hence,
tasks which require persistent effort or continuity of
purpose may be badly performed although there is no
innate defect to account for this.

Case 5. We here may cite the case of a boy in the
subnormal room of the public school who was accounted
exceedingly dull by his teacher because, while he was
able to do fairly well certain tasks which aroused his
interest, yet he made little progress in abstract work.
On psychological examination we found him to be ex-
ceedingly apathetic and unwilling to exert himself, fre-
quently preferring to say that he could not do a test
rather than to try. When stimulated to make an effort,
he solved correctly problems which he had previously
given up. We, too, noted the irregular test results, for
he made quite a good record on performance tests which
awakened his interest, but failed very frequently on tests
of the questionnaire type. Naturally, this affected the
Binet score markedly. Investigation of the family cir^